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The House met at 12:30 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mrs. CAPPS).

——————

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
April 8, 2008.

I hereby appoint the Honorable Lo1s CAPPS

to act as Speaker pro tempore on this day.
NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 30 minutes and each Mem-
ber, other than the majority and mi-
nority leaders and the minority whip,
limited to 5 minutes.

——————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 34
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mrs. JONES of Ohio) at 2 p.m.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Lord God, our Defense and our Lib-
erator, throughout our history as
Americans, and even in our individual
lives, You have come to our aid and
strengthened us in the face of all our
struggles against evil. Be with us now
and always.

The prophet Daniel offers a distinc-
tion. He said he saw You in the very
beginning ‘“‘when the evil horn spoke
arrogant words until the beast was
slain and its body thrown into the fire.
But there were other beasts, too, which
also lost their dominion but were
granted a prolongation of life for a
time and a season.”’

Lord, we believe You always deliver
us from evil. Yet each of us can name
‘“‘the other beasts’ described by Daniel
in our history as a nation and in our
personal lives. They may no longer
have dominion to completely overcome
us, but we know they can be granted ‘‘a
prolongation of life for a time.”

Therefore, Lord, we plead for Your
help to persevere for the time being.
Sometimes in the fight we personally
need to undergo treatment or continue
therapy. For a nation, it may take
time to reform, rebuild, or reconcile, so
continue, Lord, to uphold us until evil
is brought to its end. Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentlewoman from Guam (Ms.
BORDALLO) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. BORDALLO led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Williams,
one of his secretaries.

————

DO NOT SELL OUT THE TROOPS
AND LOSE A WINNABLE WAR

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Speaker,
today is a serious day on Capitol Hill.
General Petraeus and Ambassador
Crocker have returned. They are re-
porting to the Nation on the progress
in Iraq.

Since they were last here, this is
what the Iraqi Parliament has passed:
A pension law for regime officials; de-
Baathification reform; an amnesty law;
a provincial election law. The national
government is sharing oil revenues
with the provinces; sectarian killings
are down 90 percent; civilian deaths
have dropped by more than 70 percent;
and coalition casualties have dropped
by more than 70 percent. Most impor-
tantly, Iraqi security forces are fight-
ing for the future of their very own
country.

Some in this House are so invested in
the narrative of defeat that they are
blind to the results of a campaign that
ranks among the greatest in the his-
tory of our Armed Forces.

Our troops have achieved tremendous
success through valor and sacrifice.
Let’s not sell them out and choose to
lose a winnable war. History would not
forgive us for that.
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